Onceuponatime

By Erin Dealey and Mrs. R’s 5" Grade Class
based on the poem Onceuponatime (anonymous)

Amy: (takes deep breath and says) Onceuponatime
therewasnosuchthingastransitionaldevices
withinandbetweensentencesspacesbetween
wordsandsentencesdidnotexistandpunctuation
marksweremanyyearsinthefuture

(Jeremy and Anne enter, arms linked.)

Jeremy: hellohowareyou

Anne: imdoingfinebutimnotsureaboutwhentobreathe
whenitalkbecausetherearenoendingmarksareyouas

confusedasiam

(Anne runs out of breath. Amy and Jeremy keep her from fainting. They stand
stuck together as before. Quynn enters, leaving a space between himself and the
other 3.)

Quynn: itcameto
passthatsomescholarcontrivedtheideaof
separatingonesentencefromanotherwithablank
space

(The first 3 look at the space and gasp. But they are curious. In unison, they put
their right hands on their chins and say:)

Amy, Jeremy, Anne: Hmmmmm

Quynn: goaheadandtryit everyoneneedsalittlespacenowandthen

(The 3 look at each other and move apart cautiously. They stretch their arms, as
if they have been in a cramped box for a long time.)

Kenny: (enters, takes a deep breath)

it was not too long after this that

another scholar hit upon the next logical

step of separating the words within the
sentence with blank spaces while this did
much to end some of the confusion it was
still a little difficult to tell where one

sentence ended and another began to resolve
this the period was invented.

Brandi: (enters, makes the sign of the period.) ptttttttt!



Jessica B: (enters with Amy B.) closely on the heels of the period came the
capital letter to begin the sentence.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

(Lindsay enters and gives capital W to Amy B.)

Amy B: (to Lindsay, who exits.) Thank You.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Amy B.: (Holding up W.) We were on our way.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Loren: (enters) At this point in the evolution

of the sentence it was up to a fiendishly

clever or sadistic scholar to introduce internal punctuation marks.
Brandi: ptttttttt!

Steph: (enters with Rani) The world,

Rani: comma , (She makes her comma sign and sound)
Steph: by the way,

Rani: comma , (She makes her comma sign and sound)

Steph: has not been the same since .

Kat: (Enters) Semi-colon pttttt wheettt (She makes her semi-colon sign and
sound at the same time. The others do the same when it is their turn.)
Chris: (enters) colon : ptttt ptttt

Sonya: (Dashes in with Matthew and Alyssa.) Dash ---

Matthew: EXCLAMATION POINT ! wheee pttt!

Alyssa: ellipsis ...

Lindsay: (enters) What is an ellipsis.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Alyssa: If you're asking me a question you need a question mark.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

(Alyssa and Lindsay gesture to Jessica A, who enters.)

Alyssa: Now try again.

Lindsay: (enters) What is an ellipsis?

Jessica A: (makes her sound and noise) Hmmmm ptttt ?

Alyssa: You know (ptttt ptttt ptttt)... You use it when you leave words out.
Brandi: ptttttttt!

Amy: We all know what happens when we leave punctuation out!
Matthew: ! wheee pttt!

Anne: And spaces!

Matthew: ! wheee pttt!



(Destinee, Laural, and Amelia enter.)

Destinee: Don't forget us!

Matthew: ! wheee pttt!

Quynn: It’

Destinee: (makes her sound and sign) *

Quynn: ‘s the apostrophe and quotation marks.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Laural: May I QUOTE you?

Rani: (She makes her comma sign and sound)

Laural: (making her quote sound and sign) wee wee “Time to end the play how
Brandi: ptttttttt!

Amelia: END QUOTE (making her sign and sound.) woo woo
Loren: O.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Loren: K.

Brandi: ptttttttt!

Our Punctuation Song

Chorus:

It’s a wonderful world of (pttt) punctuation marks
(pttt) punctuation marks
(pttt) punctuation marks.

And if we didn’t have (pttt) punctuation marks,

We wouldn’t know when to breathe.

We use an apostrophe for letters left out

In words like can’t or don’t.

It also shows possession like Teacher’s desk.
And when you want to pause you need a dash---

(Repeat Chorus)

(Kat) I’m a semi-colon (pttt whee);. semi-colon (pttt whee); semi-colon
I end a sentence. I am an end mark.

(All) and a colon will tell you when a list will start:
(Repeat Chorus)

If we didn’t have question marks, we couldn’t ask why,
Or who did what or where?

Quotation marks tell us someone’s talking like
Wee wee “Oh, my gosh there’s gum in my hair.” Woo woo

(Repeat Chorus)



Loren: Ready class?
Jessica A: (makes her sound and noise) Hmmmm ptttt ?

All: THE END !
Matthew: ! wheee pttt!
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the heels of the period came the capital
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